MINISTRY.                           75
into a zeal for questions with which I have had no concern, and connected me with movements from which I have always stood aloof. The defense of humanity is sometimes considered an attack on society ; a sense of the evil of prevalent systems a reflection on the character of the men who sustain them; and the ardent desire to see every one aid in the dignity of an immortal soul, sharing all the benefits which circumstances permit, be possessed of the means of the highest spiritual culture, and not destitute of any of the many comforts of life, is confounded with the measure of the politician or the intrigue of the demagogue. In common with many others, I know that I have been misunderstood in this matter. I make no account of this fact in reference to myself; but when a minister of the gospel cannot show by his life and conduct, by his word and his works, that he is hostile to all oppression of man by man, that he values moral worth more than outward condition, that he regards the indulgence of pride as a sin against the Holy Ghost, and that all his sympathies are with the down-trodden and suffering poor, without impairing the influence of his labors, I feel that it is time to look at the foundation on which we stand, and see if it does not suffer from some defect which threatens its destruction.
With such convictions, my friends, I addressed to the proprietors of the church the  letter which lias